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In the beginning there was the Word. The Word was with God, and the Word was God. John 1:1

CURRICULUM INTENT STATEMENT

Holy Trinity is a vibrant and inclusive community, enriched by children from many different
cultures and backgrounds. Each child arrives with their own experiences, and our curriculum is
carefully designed to build on these, giving them the knowledge and understanding they need to
thrive in the wider world.

Through their learning, children will:

e Develop the language and vocabulary to express themselves clearly and talk confidently

about their learning.
e Discover people, cultures, and experiences from across history, science, and the arts.

o Explore extraordinary places, both near and far, broadening their horizons and curiosity

about the world.
e Secure the essential skills of reading, writing, and mathematics, laying strong foundations

for life beyond our school.

We will:
. Make use of children’s own experiences to anchor their learning in the familiar but also
widen their experience.
° Give them a sense of place in Bury, in the UK and in the world.
° Weave our school ethos and Christian Values through the curriculum.
. Develop resilience in all children through the opportunities we provide for them.
. Develop children’s ability and confidence to be active citizens, able to make a

difference in the world.

Children will leave Holy Trinity as confident, competent learners who have the skills, knowledge,
and language to contribute meaningfully to their community and to continue their learning
successfully in high school and beyond.

This policy outlines the organisation, management and teaching of English at Holy Trinity Primary
School.



INTENT

English holds the key to learning.

At Holy Trinity C of E Primary School, we believe that developing English language skills is essential
to empowering children. English is the medium through which all learning takes place and equipping
children with speaking, listening, reading and writing skills enables them to achieve their potential,
participate in and contribute to wider society.

Aims
To be steeped in oracy,
e speaking, reading and writing activities, which provide a real purpose and audience for

them to apply their English skills.

* To become confident communicators, listening and responding appropriately to others.

e To understand how language enables them to express their ideas, feelings and experiences
and that they come to appreciate those of others.

* To read fluently and with good understanding a range of texts and literature.

* To have a positive attitude towards reading through the promotion of reading for pleasure
and reading for information.

* Toread and listen to a variety of texts from a range of authors.

* To acquire a wide vocabulary for use in speaking and writing.

* To write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting language and style for a range of
contexts, purposes and audiences.

* To spell accurately, use punctuation appropriately, and speak and write using the
grammatical conventions of Standard English.

* To develop a fully cursive handwriting style.

* To leave Holy Trinity with the English skills necessary to access the KS3 curriculum.

* To empower children to read an age-appropriate book to read a book they have selected
themselves.

IMPLEMENTATION

Teaching and Learning



Inclusive Quality First Teaching, the effective inclusion of all children in high-quality everyday
personalised teaching, is offered to all pupils. At Holy Trinity, we are currently implementing the
Five-a-Day Principle originated by the Education Endowment Foundation in delivering Quality First

Teaching.
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The Five-a-Day Principle originated by the Education Endowment Foundation

Curriculum
1. Speaking and Listening
“Spoken language underpins the development of reading and writing.”
Primary National Curriculum in England, 2013

At Holy Trinity, a high proportion of our pupils come from disadvantaged backgrounds
and/or have English as an additional language. We therefore believe that speaking and
listening are fundamental to children’s learning and actively promote oracy across the
curriculum. Pupils are taught to speak clearly, confidently and with expression using stem
sentences as building blocks to learning. Standard English is modelled and expected from
the children. Equally, the need to listen to others and respond appropriately by building on
what has been said is encouraged and supported.

Children’s spoken language develops through the range of experiences in life and school to
which they are exposed. Children will experience activities which use spoken language for a



variety of purposes and audiences: questioning, discussion and debate, explaining and
instructing, drama and role-play. Children’s spoken language experiences are vital for
developing their vocabulary and grammar leading to acquiring reading and writing skills.

We recognise that delayed language skills lead to under-performance later in life and the
disappointment and frustration this often brings. Many of our pupils start school with
below average English skills. In response to this, all pupils are assessed upon entry using
Early Years and Primary Welcomm toolkits to quickly identify children in need of targeted

support.
2. Reading
Reading for Pleasure

“Books are uniquely portable magic.”
Stephen King, Author

There is some evidence to show that reading for pleasure is a more important determinant of
children’s educational success than their family’s socio-economic status. At Holy Trinity, our aim is
for our pupils to become enthusiastic and avid readers for life with all the rich rewards this
provides.

Based upon the research findings of Cremin
et al (2014), we promote a love of reading
through:

¢ a book rich environment, where each
class has its own mini-library based on the

“Starbooks” model

¢ a weekly ‘new flavour’ is released in each
class in KS2, which children can take home

e every child receiving a book, as a gift at
Christmas

e children taking home reading books daily

e access to a well-resourced school library,
Cremin et al (2014) where children borrow books or can go to
read

e celebration of reading through World Book Day
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¢ staff that are readers and who share their love of books with the children

e displays that encourage reading
e daily stories and storytelling in all year groups with a class novel shared each term in KS2
e daily personal reading time from Year 3 onwards

e opportunities for pupils to talk about books and make recommendations

Our teaching of reading focuses on two areas:
e word reading (learning to read)

e comprehension (reading to learn)

Phonics

At Holy Trinity, we strive to have as many of our children as possible reading fluently by the end of
KS1. Read Write Inc lessons are delivered daily by trained adults for pupils in Nursery, Reception
and KS1 (as well as some pupils in Y3 and Y4). Pupils are regularly assessed and placed in the
appropriate Read Write Inc groups to ensure rapid progress. When necessary, Fresh Start lessons
are provided for targeted pupils in Y5 & Y6 pupils to enable them to catch up with their peers in
both reading and writing (see our Phonics policy for further information).

Comprehension

In Year 2, pupils who have completed the Read Write Inc phonics programme, follow Read Write
Inc comprehension. The teacher introduces a text by posing The Big Question — the key to
comprehending the story. Children learn the meanings of potentially unfamiliar words, answer
Quick Check questions, discuss the story, and compose written responses.



From Year 3 onwards, pupils who have completed the

Read Write Inc phonics programme, begin our Reading V £
Buddies programme. Pupils access Reading Buddies with ocabulary &
their own device and follow a menu of diverse texts to @ nfer
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phonics programme (Fresh Start Y5/6) access weekly
VIPERS sessions. These sessions focus on the explicit
teaching of comprehension skills, using Literacy Shed Plus Comprehension materials. The skills are
progressive and each year group accesses their appropriate stage.

From Year 2 in the Summer Term up to Year 5, comprehension skills are assessed using termly NTS
assessment papers, which provide a snapshot of where children are in terms of the expected
standard for their year group. Year 6 complete SATs past papers each term and a gap analysis of
skills is carried out accordingly. Additionally, from Year 3 onwards, teachers further inform their
assessment judgements using the Reading Buddies dashboard and observations in VIPERS lessons.
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3. Writing

“A high-quality education ... will teach children to ... write fluently so they can communicate
their ideas and emotions to others ...”

Primary National Curriculum in England, 2013

Our approach to teaching writing transitions from Tales toolkit to Pathways to Write. It is designed
to equip pupils with key skills to move them through the writing process towards their final
outcome. Pathways to write is built around units of work that follow a mastery approach to the
teaching of writing. To support this approach, clear detailed lesson plans and resources are linked
to a high-quality text. Pathways to Write ensures engaging and purposeful English lessons. The
units can be used thematically to encourage a whole school approach to writing with the
opportunity for topics to link across all year groups. Each unit covers a range of areas in the
national curriculum:

Mastery of vocabulary, grammar and punctuation skills

Writing a range of genres across a year

Vocabulary development

Using a wider range of reading comprehension strategies as a whole class
Spoken language activities including drama and presentations.
Opportunities for practising previously taught genres



e An extended, independent piece of writing is completed each half term supported by
incidental writes inspired by the class text.

Handwriting

Our aim is for children to be able to write legibly and fluently, using a cursive style so that they can
communicate their ideas confidently. At Holy Trinity, children start their handwriting journey in
Early Years, when they are encouraged to make marks within Continuous Provision Areas using a
range of multi-sensory activities. In Read Write Inc. children learn to form letters correctly in
readiness to write simple words and phrases in line with the Early Learning Goals.

During Year 3, children will start to learn how to join their letters, following a systematic approach
(see our Handwriting policy for further details).

In Key Stage 2 where appropriate precision handwriting skills are taught and modelled by the
teacher and all staff support the handwriting policy.

Spelling

Spelling is taught systematically and daily, as part of our Read Write Inc programme in EYFS and
KS1 (see above). In Year 3, pupils begin the KS2 Read Write Inc Spelling programme. These lessons
are around 15 minutes and delivered daily with assessment points at the end of each half term.

Composition

In EYFS, children learn to write by using the language they speak. They are encouraged to
independently ‘have a go’ and then with skilled adult input and support make progress through
the recognised stages of development. Children are taught the purposes of writing and are
motivated to write through meaningful opportunities provided in continuous provision.

From Year 1 and the Spring term of Year 2, children write as part of the Read Write Inc
programme.

In the Grove, EYFS and Year 1, the children are using the Tales Toolkit approach to teach writing. It
focuses on the structure of a simple story and the children innovate their own stories.

All pupils from Year 2 to Year 6 receive English lessons using Pathways to Write from The Literacy
Company. The high-quality texts provide a stimulus and context for the pupils’ writing. The



detailed planning from Pathways to Write and its supporting teaching materials, ensures that all
English lessons are purposeful and engaging with a mastery approach at its core. Each unit is
progressive and there is full coverage of all punctuation and grammar objectives for each year
group.

Pathways to write is based on a series of keys and this is shared with the children and is displayed

prominently on the Working Walls. The Gateway Keys demonstrate the non-negotiables/ basic

skills that all children should show evidence of in their writing. The Mastery Keys are based upon

the year group specific national curriculum expectations. The Feature Keys link to the planned
writing outcome completed and published termly. Throughout the unit, the children have the
opportunity to write, and these incidental writes allow the children to rehearse diary writing,

letter writing, character/ setting descriptions and examples of non-fiction. All the texts are

language rich and appropriate vocabulary linked with the NC word lists and subject specific

vocabulary are shared on the Working Walls.

Writing is assessed using the school’s assessment framework, which lists key performance

indicators for each year gro

up.

Pathways
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Year

Autumn term

Spring term

Autumn 2

Spring 1

The Gingerbread Man by Mara
Alperin

I'm Going to Eat This Ant by
Chris Naylor-Ballesteros

Naughty Bus by Jan Oke

Something Else by Kathryn
Cave

The Whale Who Wanted More
by Rachel Bright

Autumn 2

Spring 1

Sprngd

Meesha Makes Friends by
Tom Percival

Katie in Landon by James
Mayhew

The Lion Inside by Rachel

Beegu by Alexis Deacon Somebody Swallowed Stanley

by Sarah Roberts

Autumn 2

Spring 1

Look Up! By Nathan Bryan

The Owl Who Was Afraid of
The Dark by Jill Tomlinson,
{and Chapter versian)

The Dragon Machine by Helen
Ward, How to Train Your
Dragon (2010 film), The
Dragonsitter by Josh Lacey

My Name is Not Refugee by
Kate Milner

Tidy by Emily Gravett

Cr [ A

Autumn 2

Spring 1

Seal Surfer by Michael
Foreman

winter's Child by Graham
Baker-Smith, lce Palace by
Robert Swindells

Stone Age Boy by Satoshi
Kitamura

8ig Blue Whale by Nicola
Davies, This Morning | Met a
Whale by Michael Morpurgo

Journey by Aaron Becker, Tilly
Mint Tales by Berlie Doherty

‘

Autumn 2

Spring 1

Spring2

Gorilla by Anthony Browne

Leon and the Place Between
by Graham Baker-Smith, Oz
the Great and Powerful (2013
film)

Escape from Pompeil by
Christina Balit

‘Wisp: A Story of Hope by Zana | Alba The Hundred Year Old
Fraillon, Home by Carson Ellis, | Fish by Lara Hawthorne, A
Dreams of Freedom by Planet Full of Plastic by Neal
Amnesty International Layton

Queen of the Falls by Chris
Van Alisburg, Good Night
Stories for Rebel Girls by Elena

Favilli and Francesca Cavallo

l

Autumn 2
Beowulf by Michael Morpurgo

Spring 1
Arthur and the Golden Rope
by Joe Todd-Stantan

Malala's Magic Pencil

by Malala Yousatzai, For the
Right 1o Learn by Rebecca
Langston-George

‘The Brilliant Deep by Kate
Messner, Coral Reefs by Jason
Chin

King Kong by Anthony
Browne, King Kong (1933 film)

Autumn 2
The Place for Me: Stories
about the Windrush
Generation by Black Cultural
Archives

!

Spring 1
The Selfish Giant by Oscar
Wilde & Ritva Voutila

The Day War Came
by Nicola Davies, Leaf by
Sandra Dieckmann

Manfish by Jennifer Berne,
Great Adventurers by Alastair
Humphreys

Summer term

Supertato by Sue Hendra

| semez T Semmers [ Gummerz ]

| ez [ swmmers [ summerz |

Goldilocks and Just the One
Bear by Leigh Hodgkinson

Grandad's Secret Glant by
David Litchfield

Zeraffa Giraffa by Dianne
Hofmeyr

Blue John by Berlie Doherty

Bold and Brave Women fram
Shakespeare by Shakespeare
Birthplace Trust, A Stage Full
of Shakespeare Stories by
Angela Mcallister

Poetry for Kids William
Shakespeare by Marguerite
Tassi, A Stage Full of
Shakespeare Stories by Angela
McAllister

© The Literacy Company 2023

® Pathways to Write

(see curriculum overview documents for further information)

Contribution of English to Teaching and Learning in Other Curriculum Areas

English is an essential tool which underpins all areas of the curriculum. Pupils are provided with

many varied contexts for listening, speaking, reading and writing. For example, in maths, they read

and interpret problems; in science, they share ideas and record investigations; in RE, they discuss
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ideas and beliefs; and in history and geography, they communicate their knowledge, skills and

understanding.

English and Inclusion

Most pupils will progress through the English curriculum at the same pace. Where necessary, tasks
will be adapted for individual pupils so that they can fully access the curriculum and achieve
success. Adaptive teaching may take the form of a different task, the degree of support given or
the outcome achieved. Specialist help and advice is sought where needed. Support plans are in
place for all children who receive additional to and different from Quality First Teaching.

SEND

The English curriculum is designed to be inclusive and accessible for all children, ensuring children
with additional needs have every opportunity to succeed regardless of their barriers to learning. The
development of the curriculum considers these barriers and how these can be addressed through
the planning and delivery of lessons that build on skills and knowledge from previous years.

English as an Additional language

All newly-enrolled pupils to our school are assessed for their phonic knowledge and speech and
language skills, using the Early Years and Primary WellComm toolkits. When necessary, learning is
adapted for these pupils’ individual needs. In addition, all children who are international new
arrivals are screened using EAL Star; needs are identified and support put in place as appropriate.

Learning Environment and Display

The learning environment and displays are an integral part of teaching and learning at Holy Trinity.
Working walls provide a learning resource for the children e.g. Pathways to Write Keys and
vocabulary banks. They are updated as learning progresses and a next text type and/or story is
introduced.



IMPACT

Marking and Feedback

Teachers provide verbal and written feedback in a timely manner and use pupil outcomes to
inform their planning. Dialogic feedback is used where possible. Written feedback is given in line
with the school’s marking policy. In KS2, both teachers and pupils mark against writing success
criteria, and peer- editing and peer feedback is facilitated. Pupils self-mark under direction from
the teacher where this is appropriate.

Assessment for Learning

Teachers continually assess the learning and progress of their children. They adjust their teaching
and amend their planning in response to this. Teachers track progress termly and make
judgements against age-related expectations.

These assessments are recorded on Insight. The progress and attainment of pupils is discussed
with parents/carers at parents’ evenings and reported to them in an annual school report.
Samples of pupils” work are being collated as exemplification of expected standards across the
school.

Monitoring and Review

The co-ordination and long-term planning of the English curriculum are the responsibility of the
English subject leaders. The English subject leaders will monitor progress and attainment in
English. They will support their colleagues, attend relevant training and be strategic leads for this
subject. Designated subject leadership time will be used to monitor English. This may take the
form of lesson visits, book looks, monitoring of working walls, staff questionnaires and pupil voice.



The English subject leaders will report their findings to SLT and will meet with the designated
school governor to keep them fully informed. This policy will be reviewed annually.

Updated September 2025
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