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CURRICULUM 
INTENT STATEMENT 

 

Holy Trinity is a vibrant and inclusive community, enriched by children from many 
different cultures and backgrounds. Each child arrives with their own experiences, and 
our curriculum is carefully designed to build on these, giving them the knowledge and 
understanding they need to thrive in the wider world. 

 

Through their learning, children will: 

• Develop the language and vocabulary to express themselves clearly and talk 
confidently about their learning. 

• Discover people, cultures, and experiences from across history, science, and the 
arts. 

• Explore extraordinary places, both near and far, broadening their horizons and 
curiosity about the world. 

• Secure the essential skills of reading, writing, and mathematics, laying strong 
foundations for life beyond our school. 

 
We will: 

• Make use of children’s own experiences to anchor their learning in the 
familiar but also widen their experience. 

• Give them a sense of place in Bury, in the UK and in the world. 
• Weave our school ethos and Christian Values through the curriculum. 
• Develop resilience in all children through the opportunities we provide for 

them. 
• Develop children’s ability and confidence to be active citizens, able to make 

a difference in the world. 

 
 
Children will leave Holy Trinity as confident, competent learners who have the skills, 
knowledge, and language to contribute meaningfully to their community and to 
continue their learning successfully in high school and beyond. 
 
 
 



 

See also:  
Transition Policy  
Safeguarding Policy (Whole School)  
Intimate Care Policy  
Behaviour Policy & One Page Profile (Whole School) 
 
INTENT 
This policy outlines the organisation, management and teaching of the Early Years 
curriculum at Holy Trinity Primary School. 
 
At Holy Trinity we shape our Early Years curriculum to ensure it is fully inclusive to 
every child. We follow the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage. 
We use Development Matters and Birth to Five matters to guide our practice and 
support the development of our curriculum. The Early Years Foundation Stage applies 
to children from birth to the end of the Reception Year. 
 
“All children deserve the care and support they need to have the best start in life. 
Children learn and develop at a faster rate from birth to five years old than at 
any other time in their lives, so their experiences in early years have a major 
impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe, and happy childhood is 
important in its own right. Good parenting and high-quality early learning provide 
the foundation children need to fulfil their potential”. 
 

Statutory Framework for the early years foundation stage July 2026 
 

Our Aims: 
• To provide a safe, secure, caring, challenging and inclusive environment that is 
sensitive to the needs of all children. 
• To use and value what each child can do, assessing their individual needs and helping 
each child to progress to their potential. 
• To provide an environment and opportunities, indoors and outdoors, that provide 
choice, decision making and challenge through adult directed and child-initiated 
activities. 
• To encourage independence and self-confidence. 
• To work in partnership with parents and careers and value their contributions 
ensuring that all children, irrespective of ethnicity, culture, religion, home language, 
family background, learning difficulties, gender or ability have the opportunity to 
reach their potential. 
 
The EYFS is based upon four principles: 
A Unique Child 
We recognise that every child is a competent learner who can be resilient, capable, 
confident and self assured. We recognise that children develop in individual ways and 
at varying rates. 
 



 

Positive Relationships 
We recognise that children learn to be strong and independent from secure 
relationships built on respect. We aim to develop caring, respectful, professional 
relationships with the children and their families. 
 
Enabling Environments 
We recognise that the environment plays a key role in supporting and extending the 
children’s development. Through observations we assess the children’s interests and 
stages of development and learning needs before planning challenging and 
achievable activities and experiences to extend their learning. 
 
Learning and Development  
We recognise that children learn and develop in different ways and at different rates. 
The environment is organised to allow children to explore and learn safely and 
securely. There are areas where the children can be active, be quiet and rest. We value 
all areas of learning and development and understand they are interconnected.  
 
Learning development is categorised into three prime areas of learning and four 
specific areas of learning.  
 
The Three Prime Areas:  
• Personal Social and Emotional Development  
• Communication and Language  
• Physical Development  
 
The Four Specific Areas  
• Literacy  
• Mathematics  
• Understanding the World  
• Expressive Arts and Design  
 
We plan learning experiences that build on the children’s interests and questions. 
Through meaningful play our children explore and develop, engaging in planned and 
spontaneous learning experiences that help them make sense of the world. 
 
Active learning occurs when children are motivated and interested. Children need to 
have some independence and control over their learning. As children develop their 
confidence they learn to make decisions. It provides children with a sense of 
satisfaction as they take ownership of their learning.  
Our curriculum overview and planning are displayed on the school website. A half 
termly newsletter is distributed and available on the school website providing details of 
the topics and themes being covered and ways in which parents can support their 
child’s learning and development at home.  
 



 

The Characteristics of Effective Learning  
• Playing and Exploring  
• Active Learning  
• Creating and Thinking Critically  

 
We believe the ways in which children engage with other people and their environment 
underpin learning and development and support the child to remain an effective and 
motivated learner. We plan an environment and learning experiences that allow the 
children to develop these key skills and develop resilience and a love of learning. They 
are supported by skilled adults who understand how young children learn and 
develop; and who keep up to date through quality continuing professional 
development. 
 
Observation, Assessment and Planning  
Good planning is the key to making children’s learning effective, exciting, varied and 
progressive. Effective learning builds on and extends what children know and can 
already do. Our planning demonstrates that the principles of the EYFS are put into 
practice and is informed by the observations we have made of the children. All 
practitioners who work within the Early Years are involved in this process. Planning 
may be altered in response to the needs of the children and the spontaneous 
opportunities that arise.  
 
We believe that accurate assessment of each child’s progress is the key to our 
practice. We make regular, ongoing assessments of children’s learning and we use this 
information to ensure that the planning reflects the identified needs. Assessment within 
our Early Years Unit is largely based on our daily observations of the children and our 
practitioner expert knowledge of how children develop and learn. Assessment is 
sometimes recorded formally as short observations of significant learning, 
photographs, audio and video recordings. These are used to share significant learning 
with parents and inform discussions between practitioners. We value and actively 
encourage the views of our parents and carers and add their contributions to the 
children’s profiles. Summative data is recorded at the end of each term on Insight, a 
system used from Nursery through to Y6 to record progress throughout school.  
We compile a baseline for each child on entry to our Nursery and Reception. In 
Reception class we follow the statutory baseline. Regular moderation meetings are 
held to ensure our judgements are accurate and consistent. The resulting cohort data 
is scrutinised to monitor the effectiveness of our provision and the progress of the 
children.  
 
Home and School Links  
We recognise that parents and carers are a child’s first and most enduring educators 
and we value, and actively seek, their contributions and knowledge of their child.  
We develop this partnership with parents and carers as follows:  
Open door policy  
Well planned induction visits and transition systems  



 

Information and Curriculum meetings  
Parent consultation meetings  
School website  
Class Dojo  
Stay and play sessions each half term  
Opportunities for parents to contribute to their child’s learning journey  
Open days and meetings for prospective parents/carers  
Annual school report 
Celebration class worship 
 
Inclusion  
We value the diversity of individuals within our unit and do not discriminate against 
children because of ‘differences’. All children at Holy Trinity are treated fairly 
regardless of race, religion or abilities. All children and their families are valued within 
our school. All practitioners are role models and are aware of the influence they have 
in promoting positive attitudes and use that to challenge stereotypical attitudes.  
In our school we believe that all our children matter. We give our children every 
opportunity to achieve their best. We do this by taking account of our children’s range 
of life experiences when planning for their learning.  
 
Children’s Health, Safety and Wellbeing 
We believe that children learn, develop and thrive best when they are healthy, safe, 
secure and emotionally supported, when their individual needs are recognised and 
met, and when they experience positive, respectful and nurturing relationships with the 
adults who care for them. 
 
We recognise our statutory responsibility to comply with the Early Years Foundation 
Stage (EYFS) Statutory Framework, including the welfare and safeguarding 
requirements that apply to early years providers in England. We are committed to 
maintaining the highest standards of safeguarding, health, safety and wellbeing and 
to ensuring that every child is protected from harm. 
 
We understand that safeguarding is the responsibility of everyone within our setting. 
We promote a culture in which children are listened to, respected and valued, and 
where all practitioners understand their responsibilities for identifying, responding to 
and reporting concerns about a child’s welfare. 
 
We recognise that children’s individual circumstances, needs, development and family 
backgrounds are different. We therefore work closely with children, parents and 
carers, and relevant professionals to ensure that appropriate support, care and 
reasonable adjustments are provided where required. 
 
The health, safety and wellbeing of every child are central to our practice. This 
includes providing a safe and suitable environment, promoting good health and 



 

nutrition, supporting children’s emotional wellbeing, maintaining appropriate hygiene 
and infection-control practices, following safe sleeping arrangements, and ensuring 
that appropriate procedures are in place for accidents, injuries, illness, medication and 
emergencies. 
 
We are committed to safer recruitment and effective supervision, training and 
professional development of all staff. We ensure that safeguarding procedures, 
policies and practice are regularly reviewed and kept in line with current statutory 
requirements and government guidance. 
 
Above all, we want every child to feel safe, secure, respected, listened to and cared for, 
enabling them to develop confidence, independence and positive relationships and to 
make the best possible start in life. 
 
We aim to educate children on boundaries, rules and limits and to help them 
understand the right thing to do. We are supported in this using our simple rules and 
the school’s Behaviour Policy. We provide children with choices to help them develop 
this important life skill. Children should be allowed to take risks, but need to be taught 
how to recognise and avoid hazards.  
 
We aim to protect the physical and psychological well-being of all children. Personal 
phones and cameras are not permitted in the learning spaces in accordance with our 
acceptable use policy. School cameras, iPads and mobile devices are used to record 
children’s learning and development but MUST remain in school at all times. All 
practitioners and visiting adults must sign the Acceptable Use Policy.  
 
This policy is monitored by the Early Years Leader and will be reviewed annually. 


