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Ask old people; find out what their ancestors learned because we were only born yesterday and 
know nothing.  Our days on earth are only a shadow.  Those people will teach you and speak 

about what they know.  Job 8:8-10 

 
CURRICULUM INTENT STATEMENT 

 
Holy Trinity is a diverse and vibrant school community. Children from many cultures enter through 
our school gates with a limited range of experiences.  
 
Our curriculum will give children knowledge and understanding of our world which will allow them 
to take their place in it. They will: 
 
 • Develop the language and vocabulary they need to understand and talk about what they learn 
and what they know. 
 • Meet a wide range of people of different cultures and experiences from history, science and the 
arts.  
• Travel through the world, near and far, to extraordinary locations and famous places.  
• Learn basic skills of reading, writing and mathematics which will prepare them for life beyond 
Holy Trinity.  
 
We will: 
 
 • Make use of children’s own experiences to anchor their learning in the familiar whilst extending 
their experience. 
 • Give them a sense of place in Bury, in the UK and in the world. 
 • Weave our school ethos, Christian values and school promise through the curriculum. 
 • Develop resilience in all children through the opportunities we provide for them. 
 • Develop children’s ability and confidence to be active citizens, able to make a difference in the 
world.  
 
Children will leave Holy Trinity as confident and competent learners who possess the skills, 
knowledge and language to contribute to their community and continue their learning in high 
school and beyond. 
 
This policy outlines the organisation, management and teaching of History at Holy Trinity 
Primary School.  

  



 

INTENT  
 
At Holy Trinity we believe that history encourages pupils to consider how the past has influenced 
the present, and how a variety of elements influenced people’s actions. History develops the skills 
of researching and evaluating evidence, knowledge of past events, civilisations and personalities 
and the concepts of chronology. Learning about the past can influence pupils’ attitudes to the 
present and the future.  
 
Vision  
At Holy Trinity we shape our history curriculum to ensure it is fully inclusive of every child. Our 
aims are to fulfil the requirements of the National Curriculum for history; providing a broad, 
balanced and differentiated curriculum; ensuring the progressive development of historical 
concepts, knowledge and skill. 
 
Aims and Objectives  
Our history curriculum is designed to develop children’s interest, curiosity and understanding 
about the past. Through the curriculum, children will gain a knowledge and understanding of 
Britain’s past and that of the wider world. We will teach children a sense of chronology and, 
through this, nurture a sense of identity and an awareness of the challenges of their time. We will 
equip children to ask questions, think critically, weigh evidence and develop perspective and 
judgement. History teaching should help pupils to understand the complexity of pupil’s lives, the 
process of change, the diversity of societies and the relationship between different groups.  
 
At Holy Trinity Primary School, we aim to provide quality teaching and learning of history to 
promote:  
 
• An understanding of life in the present by exploring the past. 
• A sense of curiosity and inquisitiveness about life in the past.  
• An enjoyment and appreciation of the richness of the past. 
• A knowledge of significant events in British history and an appreciation of how societies and 
people have changed over time and how Britain has influenced the wider world. 
 • A knowledge and understanding of historical development in the wider world, including ancient 
civilisations, empires and past non-European societies.  
• An understanding of society and their place within it so that they develop a sense of their 
cultural heritage. 
 • A sense of chronology and an understanding of how they fit into the framework of the past, 
present and future. 
 • An understanding of how evidence is used to make historical claims.  
• To develop the children’s skills of enquiry, investigation, analysis, evaluation and presentation. 
 • To ask historical questions and create their own structured accounts, including narratives and 
analysis. 
 • To gain and use historical vocabulary. 
 • To gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts.  
• To understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequences and 
use them to make connections.  
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IMPLEMENTATION 
 
Teaching and Learning 
Inclusive Quality First Teaching, the effective inclusion of all children in high-quality everyday 
personalised teaching, is offered to all pupils. At Holy Trinity, we are currently implementing the 
Five-a-Day Principle developed by the Education Endowment Foundation in delivering Quality First 
Teaching. 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Curriculum planning 
At Holy Trinity we implement a curriculum that is progressive throughout the whole school. 
Starting with the Early Years Foundation Stage who lay the foundations for learning using the 
’Statutory Framework for EYFS’ supported with guidance from ‘Development Matters’.  This 
provides all children in Nursery and Reception the opportunity to explore different aspects of 
‘Understanding the World’ including ‘Past and Present’, ‘People, Culture and Communities’ and 
‘The Natural World’.   
 
This is followed by Key Stage 1 were pupils discover how the past is different from the present. 
They learn about significant men, women, children and events from the recent and more distant 
past in Britain and the wider world. They listen, and respond to stories and use sources of 
information to help them ask and answer questions.  
 
Building on from this, children during Key Stage 2 continue to develop a chronological knowledge 
and understanding of British, local and world history; establishing clear narratives within and 
across the periods they study. They use different sources of information to help them investigate 
the past both in depth and in overview, using dates and historical vocabulary to describe events, 
people and developments. They also learn that the past can be represented and interpreted in 
different ways.  
 
At Holy Trinity, we ensure that history has the same importance given to it as the core subjects as 
we feel this is important in enabling all children to gain ‘real-life’ experiences. Through high quality 
planning and teaching, our ultimate aim is to ensure as many children as possible achieve greater 
depth in their learning. This is completed through differentiation, ensuring learners are supported 
in line with the school’s commitment to inclusion. Outcomes are regularly reviewed to ensure that 
they reflect a sound understanding of the key identified knowledge and skills.  
 
At Holy Trinity, history is taught as part of a half termly topic in Key Stage 1 and more in depth 
termly studies in Key Stage 2, focusing on knowledge and skills stated in the National Curriculum. 
The topics taught in each class show clear progression through the year groups and help to 
support pupil’s development in using historical vocabulary and critical thinking which becomes 
more complex as the children move through the school. At the start of each topic, children are 
given an opportunity to explain or revisit their previous learning so that the teacher can assess the 
security of core concepts. 
 
At the end of each topic, children are given the chance to revisit their learning and to recall key 
learning points. Revisiting and recapping history learning at the start of each lesson is essential to 
our aim of encouraging children to embed their learning so that they can build upon it in 



 

subsequent lessons in the learning sequence. In addition, as vocabulary is a key area of 
development for our school, staff are aware of the need to identify, use and explain key 
vocabulary each lesson and all encourage their children to use this new vocabulary accurately 
throughout their lessons and in their work.  
 
Contribution of History to teaching and learning in other curriculum areas 
 
English  
At Holy Trinity we believe history makes a significant contribution to the teaching of English 
because it actively promotes the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Children will 
develop their English skills further by composing/reading reports, letters, explanatory texts and 
participating in debates with historical and global issues. In particular, we will ensure key historical 
vocabulary will be introduced and explained fully.  
 
Maths  
History contributes to the learning of mathematics in a variety of ways. At Holy Trinity, children 
will use numbers and analytical skills e.g. statistics and timelines. They will also have the 
opportunity to use and apply skills needed to interpret and handle data in the form of graphs, 
maps and diagrams.  
 
Computing  
At Holy Trinity, we make provision for the children to use their computer skills in history lessons 
where appropriate. Children will be encouraged to research information (e.g. census data, old 
photographs and maps) using the internet. Children will also be encouraged to present their work 
using software. When undertaking fieldwork, photographic and other recording equipment will be 
provided to enable children to become more proficient in the use of these forms of information 
technology. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
History and Inclusion  
History is a subject that is rich in opportunities to provide positive images of race, religion, culture, 
ethnicity and gender for all children at Holy Trinity. It is also a subject that allows our children to 
understand that some people have/ have had negative attitudes towards those who are / were 
different from themselves. Through teaching and the careful use of resources, we will challenge 
such attitudes and allow boys and girls of all races, religions, cultures and background to acquire a 
sense of self-worth and self-belief. 
 
SEND  
The History curriculum is designed to be inclusive and accessible for all children, ensuring children 
with additional needs have every opportunity to succeed regardless of their barriers to learning. The 
development of the curriculum considers these barriers and how these can be addressed through 
the planning and delivery of lessons that build on skills and knowledge from previous years. 
 



 

We enable all pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in history lessons. Where 
children are to participate in activities outside the classroom (a visit to a musuem, for example, 
that involves a journey) we carry out a risk assessment prior to the activity, to ensure that the 
activity is safe and appropriate for all pupils. 
 
Learning environment and display  
At Holy Trinity we aim to provide rich and stimulating environments and create displays which 
stimulate discussion and curiosity, stimulate a response as well as providing a tool for reference 
and reinforcement. At Holy Trinity, one of our working walls is dedicated to a different curriculum 
focus each term. Whilst showcasing children’s work, this wall should reflect the learning process 
rather than just the end product. It should incorporate scaffolds and prompts to support children’s 
learning, work in progress, questions, success criteria, targets, exemplars and examples. These 
displays encourage pupils to find out more. In addition ‘Unit Overviews’ will be provided to all 
children to identifying key vocabulary, knowledge and meanings to understand each history topic. 
These will be placed in children’s books at the beginning of each topic as a point of reference and 
as an assessment tool. 
 
Resources  
We are continually reviewing resources in our school to be able to teach all the history units in our 
whole school curriculum. Subject specific history resources are held by individual class teachers in 
classrooms. Each class has a timeline that follows them throughout school. This records all 
previous history learning/key events and enables children to put new learning in the context of 
chronological time. In the library we have history topic books. A range of educational software and 
recommended websites are shared in staff meetings.  
 
 
 
 
Health & Safety  
Fieldwork is integral to good history teaching, and at Holy Trinity we include as many 
opportunities as we can to involve children in practical historical research and enquiry. We 
organise visits which allow children to extend their knowledge and carry out investigations into 
their school site, local area and beyond. For health and safety issues regarding fieldwork, school 
follows the guidance contained in its policies on Off-Site Visits and on Health and Safety. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IMPACT  
 
Marking and Feedback 
Outcomes in the children’s books evidence a broad and balanced history curriculum and 
demonstrates the children’s acquisition of identified key knowledge and skills. Children have 
opportunities and are encouraged to review their own successes at the end of each session as well 
as identifying their own target areas, with teacher support.  
 
Assessment for learning  
At Holy Trinity we allow for assessment to be made during the course of a history lesson using 
discussion, question and answer techniques and in encouraging children to communicate findings 
to others. Clear assessment targets are identified on the children’s knowledge organisers which 
can be used by teachers as part of their assessment of key knowledge. We also record the 
achievement of children using our school assessment documents. These identify the children who 
are working towards, working at or above expected standards. Children’s progress and 
achievement in history is reported to parents and carers at the end of each year as part of the 
annual school report.  
 
Monitoring and review  



 

The history subject leader is responsible for the standard of the children’s work and the quality of 
teaching in history. The history lead will monitor progress and attainment in history in the 
following ways: 
 

• Discussion and analysis of teachers’ half term plans, cross referencing with the 
Programmes of Study.  

• Scrutiny of children’s work against these half term plans.  
• Moderation of children’s work.  

• Visiting classrooms and taking note of working walls and other classroom displays.  
• Observing lessons.  

• Completing teacher and pupil voice questionnaires.  
 
The work of the subject leader also involves supporting staff in the teaching of history, being 
informed about current developments in the subject, and providing a strategic lead and direction 
for history in the school. The subject leader is responsible for giving the head teacher an annual 
summary report in which the strengths and weaknesses in the subject and areas for further 
improvement will be provided. The history subject lead will be given time to conduct these 
monitoring exercises. 
 

 


