
 
 
 
 

 History Progression of Skills - EYFS 

 

 Chronology Range and depth of historical 
knowledge 

Interpretations of history Historical enquiry Vocabulary 

EYFS Can talk about past and present 
events in their own lives.  
 
Can understand that some 
objects belong to the past.  
 
Can explain how they have 
changed since they were born.  
 
Can begin to use common words 
and phrases relating to the 
passing of time e.g. old, new, 
long time ago, then, next, now, 
soon.  
 
Can identify between past and 
present. 
 
Can understand beginning, 
middle and end. 

Can identify objects from the 
past such as old transport, 
photographs of parents when 
young.  
 
Can ask and answer questions 
about old and new objects. 
 
To discuss special events – 
birthdays, religious celebrations, 
marriage, Christmas. 
 
To explore texts and images to 
show awareness of past and 
present. 
 
 

Can talk about own life 
experiences or events 
from photos or other 
sources.  
 
Can begin to understand 
that photos capture the 
past and memories. 
 
Can talk about 
experiences that are now 
familiar to them and how 
they have differed in the 
past. 

Can begin to ask and answer 
questions.  
 
Can begin to sort sources 
“then” “now”, “past” and 
“present”. 

Can begin to use and understand basic 
historical vocabulary including; history, 
today, yesterday, old, new, very old, 
family tree, then, now, past/present, 
next, soon, long time ago, day, week, 
month, long ago, when I was little, 
when mummy and daddy were little, 
parent, grand parent, great 
grandparent, clue, memory, lifetime, 
calendar, remember, artefact, 
photograph, object, Who….? What….? 

 Communicate their knowledge through: 
• Discussion…. 
• Drawing pictures… 
• Drama/role play.. 
• Making models….. 
• Writing.. 
• Using ICT… 

 
 



 
 
 

 History Progression of Skills – Year 1 

 

 Chronology Range and depth of 
historical knowledge 

Interpretations of history Historical enquiry Vocabulary 

Y1 Can sequence events in their 
own life  
 
Can understand that older 
family experienced a different 
past (parents / grandparents) 
 
Can identify between past and 
present.  
 
Can understand that some 
objects belong from the past.  
 
Can sequence events or objects 
in chronological order from 
distinctly different time periods 
 
Can use common words and 
phrases relating to the passing 
of time e.g. old, new and a long 
time ago, then next. 
 
Can place significant figures on 
a timeline  
 

Can understand that some 
objects belong to the past  
 
Can ask and answer 
questions about old and 
new objects.  
 
Can explain what an object 
from the past might have 
been used for.  
 
Can begin to describe 
similarities and differences 
in artefacts  
 
Can use a range of sources 
to find out about people in 
the past. 

Can begin to identify 
different ways to represent 
the past (e.g. photos, 
stories, adults talking about 
the past, using the 
internet). 
 
Can talk about events from 
photos or other sources. 
 
 

Can understand some of 
ways which we find out 
about the past.  
 
Can use as wide a range 
of sources as possible 
speaking and listening 
(links to literacy) to ask 
and answer questions 
related to different 
sources and objects.  
 
Can sort artefacts 
“then” and “now”, 
“past” and “present”  

Can begin to use and understand basic 
historical vocabulary including; year, 
decade, a long time ago, modern, when 
I was little, past, present, since I was 
born, timeline, date, order, history, 
recent history, chronological order, 
famous, celebrate, event(s) difference, 
similarities, object, artefact, picture, 
photograph, explain, used for, very old, 
when mummy and daddy were little, 
before, after historical event, memory, 
remember 
 
TOYS AND TECHNOLOGY - teddy bear, 
spinning top, diablo, jacks, ball in a cup, 
marbles, rocking horse, skipping, snakes 
and ladders, building blocks, Lego, 
zoetrope, kaleidoscope, thaumatrope, 
handmade, materials, tin, wood, cloth, 
porcelain  
 
FAMOUS PEOPLE - explorers, 
Christopher Colombus, sailor, travel, 
voyage, ships, explorer, Americas, new 
world, encounter, impact, Neil 
Armstrong, astronaut, significant, brave, 
pioneer, USA, President, America, space 
rocket, moon landing, voyage, Apollo 
11, mission, NASA  



 
 

 
GREAT FIRE - 17th Century London, eye 
witness account, Pudding Lane, St Pauls 
Cathedral, River Thames, diary, capital 
city, bakery, change, order, architect, 
Lord Mayor, Sir Christopher Wren, 
drought, Thomas Farynor, monument,  
King Charles II  

 Communicate their knowledge through: 
• Discussion… 
• Drawing pictures… 
• Drama/role play… 
• Making models… 
• Writing… 
• Using ICT… 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 History Progression of Skills - Year 2 
  

 Chronology Range and depth of historical 
knowledge 

Interpretations of history Historical enquiry Vocabulary 

Y2 Can sequence artefacts, including 
photographs, closer together in 
time in chronological order. 
 
Can sequence events in 
chronological order.  
 
Can use phrases and words like 
‘before’, ‘after’, ‘past’, ‘present’, 
‘then’ and ‘now’ in historical 
learning correctly. 
 
Can sequence people, events or 
objects on simple timelines. 

Can describe memories of key 
events. 
 
Can find out about events and 
people in the past using different 
sources of evidence. 
 
Can recount the 
actions/achievements of 
someone famous who lived in the 
past.  
 
Can answer and ask questions 
using books and the internet. 
 
Can recognise why people did 
things, why events happened and 
what happened as a result 
 
Can make comparisons 
(similarities and differences) 
between ways of life at different 
times 
 

Can compare 2 versions 
of a past event 
 
Can compare pictures, 
photographs and 
artefacts relating people 
or events  
 
Can create simple 
accounts and narratives 
of a historical event (oral 
or written)  
 
Can make connections 
and contrasts between 
modern life and a period 
of history (including 
continuity and changes) 

Can generate why, what, 
who, how, where questions 
from a source.  
 
Can conduct simple research 
to find answers to questions. 
 
Can use sources to find out 
about an event or famous 
person from the past.  

Can begin to use and understand basic 
historical vocabulary including; before I 
was born, when I was younger, 
before/after, past/present, then/now, 
sequence, chronological order, earlier, 
later, local area, historical event, when 
grandparents were young, Britain, 
parliament, older person, source, 
research, investigate research, evidence 
Historians, experts, letters newspapers, 
websites opinion, artefact, Who….? 
What…? When…? Where…? Why…? 
 
ROBERT PEEL AND THE POLICE - laws, 
MP, Parliament, act, criminal, prison, 
enforce, volunteer, arrest, uniform, 
truncheon, Bobbies, Peelers, Bobby’s 
Helmet, truncheon, handcuffs 
 
FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE AND MARY 
SEACOLE - nurse, doctor/doctress, 
hospital, patients, healthcare, medicine, 
hygiene, cleanliness, treatment, wards, 
war, soldiers, wounded, founder, 
trained, awarded, charity, herbal 
remedies, discrimination, prejudice, 
racism, lantern 
 
THE TITANIC - voyage, maiden voyage, 
passengers, passenger liner, class (first, 
second and third), cabins, deck, engine, 



 
 

lifeboat, crew, iceberg, disaster, sink, 
wreck, on-board, vessel  

 Communicate their knowledge through: 
• Discussion…. 
• Drawing pictures… 
• Drama/role play.. 
• Making models….. 
• Writing.. 
• Using ICT… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 History Progression of Skills - Year 3 

 

 Chronology Range and depth of historical 
knowledge 

Interpretations of history Historical enquiry Vocabulary 

Y3 Can place the time studied on a 
timeline.  
 
Can use my mathematical 
knowledge to work out how long 
ago events happened.  
 
Can sequence artefacts and/or 
events in chronological order. 
 
Can use dates related to the 
passing of time.  
 
Can use phrases and words 
including ‘century’, ‘B.C.’, 
‘Neolithic’, ‘Palaeolithic’, ‘Bronze 
Age’ and ‘Stone Age’. 

Can find out about everyday lives 
of the time period studied. 
 
Can compare with our lives 
today. 
 
Can identify reasons for people’s 
actions and what these resulted 
in. 
 
Can understand why people may 
have wanted to do something. 

Can identify different 
ways the past is 
represented. 
 
Can begin to evaluate the 
usefulness of different 
sources. 
 
Look at representations 
of the period – museums, 
illustrations etc. 

To understand the role of an 
archaeologist. 
 
Can use a range of sources 
to find out about a period. 
 
 Can observe small details – 
artefacts, pictures, select 
and record information 
relevant to the study. 
 
Can begin to use the library, 
e-learning for research ask 
and answer questions 

Can begin to use and understand basic 
historical vocabulary including; 
chronology, decade, ancient, century, 
timeline, period, evidence, artefact, 
similarities/ differences information 
,findings, skills, historical information, 
historian , BC, AD  
STONE AGE - Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, 
Neolithic, archaeologists, tribal, hunter-
gatherers, shelter, civilisation, 
settlement, prey, Skara Brae, 
Stonehenge 
 
BRONZE AND IRON AGE - metal, copper, 
tin, steel, ore,  tools, ornaments, anvil, 
mining, trade, clan, Celts, kilns, hill fort, 
looms, raid, wheel,  
 
VICTORIAN – education, free school, 
ragged schools, Education Acts, 
separate classes, boys/girls, dunce hat, 
cane, three R’s, chalk, slate boards, 
harsh discipline, dominie, mistresses, 
drill 

 Communicate their knowledge through: 
• Discussion…. 
• Drawing pictures… 
• Drama/role play.. 
• Making models….. 
• Writing.. 
• Using ICT… 



 
 
 
 

 History Progression of Skills - Year 4 

 

 Chronology Range and depth of 
historical knowledge 

Interpretations of history Historical enquiry Vocabulary 

Y4 Can place events from time 
period studied on a 
timeline.  
 
Can use terms related to 
the period and begin to 
date events. 
 
Can draw and sequence 
events onto a timeline. 
 
Can understand historical 
terms BC, AD, centuries, 
decades. 

Can use evidence to 
reconstruct life in a given 
period.  
 
Can identify key features and 
events.  
 
Can look for links and effects 
in time period studied.  
 
Can offer a reasonable 
explanation for some events.  
 
Can understand the impact 
of historical events on 
today’s society (Romans) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Can look at the evidence 
available and begin to 
evaluate the usefulness of 
different sources. 
 
To make use of text books 
and historical knowledge. 
 
Can compare two versions of 
an event and explain how 
they differ. 

Can use evidence to build 
up a picture of a past 
event. 
 
Can choose relevant 
material to present a 
picture of one aspect of 
life in time past. 
 
Can ask a variety of 
questions and can use the 
library, elearning to 
research and answer. 

Can begin to use and understand basic historical 
vocabulary including; recent history, time 
difference, shape our lives, religious differences, 
wealthy, poor, items, accurate picture of the past, 
version, historical argument, point of view, crime, 
punishment, Brits, settlers, settlement, 
invaders/invasion, conquer(ed), combat, 
archaeologists, archaeology, excavate, parliament 
ANCIENT GREEKS - philosophy Athenians, Spartans, 
democracy, Olympics, vase, truce, Zeus loincloth, 
Apollo, sacred truce, temple, theatre, chiton 
ROMANS - centurion, emperor, aqueduct, 
gladiator, Londinium, conquer, invade, Britannia 
Romanisation, senate, Roman baths, Latin, 
Amphitheatre, Hadrian’s Wall, Colosseum, fortress, 
mosaic, Dewa (Chester), Julius Caesar, Boudicca, 
Romulus,  
VICTORIAN – Industrial Revolution, rural, urban, 
bourgeoisie, industry, factory, mills, textiles, 
weave, workhouses, apprentices, looms, spinning 
mules, bobbins, machinery, steam power, engines, 
engineers, manufacture, workers, proletarians, 
emigrated, coal, coalfields, coal mines, miners, 
mine shafts, pulleys, trappers, drawers, profit, 
wealthy, trade, commerce, investment 

 Communicate their knowledge through: 
• Recall, select and organize historical information. 
• Communicate their knowledge and understanding. 

 



 
 
 

 History Progression of Skills - Year 5 

 

 Chronology Range and depth of 
historical knowledge 

Interpretations of history Historical enquiry Vocabulary 

Y5 Can place current study 
on timeline in relation 
to other studies. 
 
Can know and sequence 
events of time studied.  
 
Can use related terms 
and key period labels. 
 
Can relate current 
studies to previous time 
periods. 
 
Can make comparisons 
between different times 
in history. 
 
Can use more advanced 
terms BCE and CE. 

Can understand and explain 
the impact of historical 
events on today’s society. 
 
Can examine causes and 
results of great events and 
the impact on people. 
 
Can compare life in early and 
late times studied. 
 
Can compare an aspect of 
life with the same aspect in 
another period. 
 
 
 
 
 

Can compare accounts of 
events from different 
sources.  
 
Can offer some reasons for 
different versions of events.  
 
To use evidence to build up a 
picture of a past event and 
to use the evidence to create 
narratives. 
 
Debate different points of 
view. 

Can begin to identify 
primary and secondary 
sources.  
 
Can use evidence to build 
up a picture of life in time 
studied.  
 
Can use the library and 
elearning research with 
increasing confidence. 

Can begin to use and understand basic historical 
vocabulary including; chronological order, era/period, 
B.C.E (Before the Common Era) C.E (The Common Era) 
B.C (Before Christ) A.D (Anno Domini) millennium, 
thousands of years, to weigh up both sides, on one 
hand, however different experiences primary 
evidence, secondary evidence, eye witness, this 
source suggests that… this source doesn’t show that… 
reliable, could have been… might have been… may be, 
impact, effects, consequences, legacy, significance, 
impression, change, continuity, cause/s, infer suggest, 
My conclusion is that…. Historian, archaeologist, 
archaeology  
EGYPT – archaeologists, pharaoh, tomb, pyramid, 
hieroglyphs, vizier, scribe, sarcophagus, mummy, 
papyrus, scarab, Cleopatra, Tutankhamen, sphinx, 
valley of the kings, civilization, death mask, amulets.  
VICTORIAN – Victorian era/age, Industrial Revolution, 
steam power, steam trains, transport, bone shaker 
bike, horseless carriage, steam carriage, high bicycles, 
Red Flag Act, railways, Isambard Kingdom Brunel, 
Great Western Railway, George Stevenson, Rocket, 
passenger train, East Lancashire Railway 
ANGLO SAXONS – archaeologist, Sutton Hoo 
kingdoms, shires, Shire reeve, thane, legacy, Wessex, 
Witan or witenagermot, wergild, churl, Mercia. 

 Communicate their knowledge through: 
• Recall, select and organize historical information. 
• Communicate their knowledge and understanding. 

 



 
 
 
 

 History Progression of Skills - Year 6 

 

 Chronology Range and depth of 
historical knowledge 

Interpretations of history Historical enquiry Vocabulary 

Y6 Can accurately 
construct timeline 
with appropriate 
divisions and place 
current study on the 
timeline in relation to 
other studies. 
 
Can use relevant dates 
and terms. 
 
Can sequence up to 10 
events on a timeline. 
 
Can use advanced 
terms BCE and CE. 

Can find out about beliefs, 
behaviour and 
characteristics of people, 
recognising that not 
everyone shares the same 
views and feelings. 
 
Can compare beliefs and 
behaviours with another 
time studied. 
 
Can write an explanation of a 
past event in terms of cause 
and effect using evidence to 
support and illustrate their 
explanation. 
 
To know key dates, 
characters and events of 
time studied. 
 
 
 
 

Can compare accounts of 
events from different 
sources.  
 
Can offer some reasons for 
different versions of events 
using terms ‘bias’ and 
‘exaggeration’. 
 
Consider ways of checking 
the accuracy of 
interpretations. 
 
To show awareness that 
different evidence can lead 
to different conclusions. 
 
Use evidence to build up a 
picture of a past event and 
to use the evidence to 
create narratives. 
 
Debate different points of 
view. 

Can recognise primary and 
secondary sources. 
 
Can use a range of sources 
to find out about an aspect 
of time past.  
 
Can suggest omissions and 
possible means of finding 
out. 
 
To bring knowledge 
gathering from several 
sources together in a fluent 
account. 

Can begin to use and understand basic historical 
vocabulary including; anachronism, chronological order, 
era/period, B.C.E (Before the Common Era) C.E (The 
Common Era) B.C (Before Christ) A.D (Anno Domini) 
millennium, thousands of years societies, summarise, 
major influence, world history, civilizations, persuade, 
viewpoint, propaganda, misconception, variety of 
sources, different experiences, this source suggests 
that.. I can infer that… impression, the source omits to 
mention… the purpose …. reliability one sided, biased, 
motive, mistake, primary evidence, eye witness, 
Secondary evidence, could have been, might have been, 
this source suggests that… this source doesn’t show 
that… reliable, could have been… might have been… 
may be, impact, effects, consequences, legacy, 
significance cause/s, change continuity, extent of 
continuity, extent of change, My conclusion is that… 
historian, archaeology  
VIKINGS – archaeologist, Norse, raids, vicious, 
longhouse, berserkers, longship ,Odin Scandinavia, 
Danelaw, Jorvik, Danelaw  
MAYA – glphys, codices, Chichen, Itza, cacao, ahau or 
ahaw, batab, Itzamna, Kukulkán, pok-ta-pok, huipil, kin, 
uinal, Popol Vuh 
VICTORIAN CRIME - http://vcp.e2bn.org/ justice, crime, 
theft, punishment, pickpockets, poisoning, murder, 
hangings, whippings, Sir Robert Peel, bobbies, 
truncheons, prisons, laws, trials, jury, sentence, defend, 
reformation, rehabilitation 



 
 

 Communicate their knowledge through: 
● Selecting and organising information to produce structured work, making appropriate use of dates and terms. 

 

 


