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CURRICULUM INTENT STATEMENT 

Holy Trinity is a diverse and vibrant school community. Children from many cultures enter through our school 
gates with a limited range of experiences. 

Our curriculum will give children knowledge and understanding of our world, which will allow them to take their 
place in it. They will: 

• Develop the language and vocabulary they need to understand and talk about what they learn and what 
they know. 

• Meet a wide range of people of different cultures and experiences, from history, science and the arts. 
• Travel through the world, near and far, to extraordinary locations and famous places. 
• Learn basic skills of reading, writing and mathematics which will prepare them for life beyond Holy Trinity. 

We will: 

• Make use of children’s own experiences to anchor their learning in the familiar but also widen their 
experience. 

• Give them a sense of place in Bury, in the UK and in the world. 
• Weave our school ethos, Christian Values and School Promise through the curriculum. 
• Develop resilience in all children through the opportunities we provide for them. 
• Develop children’s ability and confidence to be active citizens, able to make a difference in the world. 

Children will leave Holy Trinity as confident and competent learners who possess the skills, knowledge and language 
to contribute to their community and continue their learning in high school and beyond 

This policy outlines the organisation, management and teaching of MFL at Holy 
Trinity Primary School. 
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INTENT 

Aims and Objectives 

Learning a foreign language provides an opening into other cultures. A high-quality languages education should 
foster pupils’ curiosity and deepen their understanding of the world. The teaching should enable pupils to express 
their ideas and thoughts in another language and to understand and respond to its speakers, both in speech and in 
writing. It should also provide opportunities for them to communicate for practical purposes, learn new ways of 
thinking and read literature in the original language. Language teaching should provide the foundation for learning 
further languages, equipping pupils to study and work in other countries. 

Throughout Key Stage 2, children will learn a range of skills including basic communication, and other phrases to help 
them discuss everyday topics such as weather, classroom items, animals, family and likes and dislikes. They will 
develop their skills so they are able to understand the grammatical differences between French and English. 

Through our teaching of MFL we strive to: 

• encourage pupils to foster an interest in learning another language; 
• help children become aware that language has a structure, and that this structure differs from one 

language to another; 
• develop the speaking and listening skills of our learners; 
• promote enjoyment, pride and a sense of achievement; 
• encourage children to explore and apply strategies to improve their learning; 
• promotie the exploration of cultural identities and those of others. 
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IMPLEMENTATION 
Teaching and Learning 

Inclusive Quality First Teaching is what is on offer for all; the effective inclusion of all children in high-quality 
everyday personalised teaching. At Holy Trinity, we use the word FOCUS to help us to remember what 
constitutes Quality First Teaching. 

F Fit Where does the lesson fit in the sequence of learning? 

O Outcomes Am I clear in the goals that I am setting and that need to be 
achieved? 
Does this lesson avoid overloading working memory? 

C Challenge Is the challenge of the learning linked to deepening the 
understanding of the curricular goal? 

U Understanding Do the children understand and learn more? 

S Staff & 
Surroundings 

How will staff support learning? 
How does the environment support learning? How do you capture 
learning? 

 

Curriculum Planning 

Children are taught through a variety of techniques following the Kapow languages guidance and lesson plans, 
teachers will adapt planning and resources as necessary to reflect the children’s understanding and their varying 
needs. Children that are high achieving will be challenged with more complex vocabulary and sentence structure 
both in written and spoken language. 

The French lessons are to include: 

• learning French vocabulary 
• asking and answering questions 
• using bilingual dictionaries 
• teaching of basic French grammar and spelling patterns 
• playing games and learning songs 
• using language that has been taught in role play situations 
• researching and learning about life in France 
• beginning to write phrases and sentences 

Children progress through the year groups focusing on different topics and skills. Children can ask and answer topic 
related questions and eventually move onto conversational French. They are eventually able to express opinions 
with fluency and perform short narratives. The teaching of MFL can be linked with and taught through many other 
subjects including counting in maths and looking at other French speaking countries in Geography. French is taught 
weekly in most circumstances and is evidenced through work and pictures in topic books with a clear outline of what 
the topic of the week has been. 
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Contribution of MFL to teaching and learning in other curriculum areas 

At Holy Trinity we will use a variety of teaching and learning styles in our MFL lessons. Our principal aim is to 
develop children’s knowledge, skills, and understanding. Children will have the opportunity to support their work 
with a variety of resources. We will aim for a balance of whole class, group and independent learning. Wherever 
possible we encourage children to use and apply their learning in other areas of the curriculum; Geography, 
Computing, PE and Music, for example, are particularly appropriate for cross- curricular teaching. 

 

MFL and Inclusion 

In all classes children have a wide range of abilities, and we seek to provide suitable learning opportunities for all 
children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. MFL is a highly inclusive subject, however, 
and despite our principal aim of developing children’s knowledge, skills, and understanding, the initial focus will be 
on enjoyment. At our school we will teach MFL to all KS2 children, whatever their ability and individual needs. MFL 
forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. Through our 
MFL teaching we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make good progress. We strive hard to 
meet the needs of those pupils with special educational needs, those with disabilities, those with special gifts and 
talents, and those learning English as an additional language (EAL), and we take all reasonable steps to achieve this. 

 

Learning environment and display 

At Holy Trinity we aim to provide rich and stimulating environments and create displays which promote discussion 
and curiosity, stimulate a response as well as providing a tool for reference and reinforcement. At Holy Trinity we 
stipulate that all key stage 2 classes must have a French topic display. This should reflect the learning process rather 
than just the end product. It should also incorporate scaffolds and prompts to support children’s learning, work in 
progress, questions, stem sentences and key vocabulary. 

 

Resources 

The majority of resources to support the teaching of MFL come from the website Kapow. Resources have been 
downloaded and are available on the school server under MFL. Lists of recommended websites for activities are also 
linked within the Kapow planning documents. Children may have access to the internet during MFL lessons to 
support their learning. There is a selection of additional materials stored centrally in the library. 

 

Health & Safety 

We enable all pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning MFL. Where children are to 
participate in activities outside the classroom (eg: a trip to the market), we carry out a risk assessment prior to the 
activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for all pupils. 
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IMPACT 

Marking and Feedback 

Outcomes in the children’s books evidence the children’s acquisition of identified key knowledge and vocabulary. 
Children have opportunities and are encouraged to review their own successes through speaking and listening 
activities. 
 

Assessment for learning 

At Holy Trinity we allow for assessment to be made during the course of an MFL lesson using discussion, question 
and answer techniques and in encouraging children to communicate to others. We record the achievement of 
children using our school assessment sheets. These identify the expectations for each unit of work and children who 
are working towards, working at or above expected standards. Children’s progress and achievement in MFL is 
reported to parents and carers at the end of each year as part of the annual school report. The subject leader keeps 
samples of children’s work in coordinators file. 

 

Monitoring and review 

The MFL subject leader is responsible for the standard of the children’s work and the quality of teaching in MFL. The 
MFL lead will monitor progress and attainment in the following ways: 

• discussion and analysis of teachers’ half term plans, cross referencing with the Programmes of Study; 
• scrutiny of children’s work against these half term plans; 
• moderation of children’s work; 
• visiting classrooms and taking note of working walls and other classroom displays; 
• observing lessons; 
• completing teacher and pupil voice questionnaires. 

The work of the subject leader also involves supporting staff in the teaching of MFL, being informed about current 
developments in the subject, and providing a strategic lead and direction for MFL in the school. The subject leader is 
responsible for giving the head teacher an annual summary report in which the strengths and weaknesses in the 
subject and areas for further improvement will be provided. The MFL subject lead will be given time to conduct 
these monitoring exercises. 
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