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Speak to each other with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing and making 
music in your hearts to the Lord. Ephesians 5:19 

 
CURRICULUM INTENT STATEMENT 

 
Holy Trinity is a vibrant and inclusive community, enriched by children from many different cultures 
and backgrounds. Each child arrives with their own experiences, and our curriculum is carefully 
designed to build on these, giving them the knowledge and understanding they need to thrive in 
the wider world. 
 
Through their learning, children will: 

• Develop the language and vocabulary to express themselves clearly and talk confidently 
about their learning. 

• Discover people, cultures, and experiences from across history, science, and the arts. 

• Explore extraordinary places, both near and far, broadening their horizons and curiosity 
about the world. 

• Secure the essential skills of reading, writing, and mathematics, laying strong foundations 
for life beyond our school. 

 
We will: 

• Make use of children’s own experiences to anchor their learning in the familiar but also 
widen their experience. 

• Give them a sense of place in Bury, in the UK and in the world. 
• Weave our school ethos and Christian Values through the curriculum. 
• Develop resilience in all children through the opportunities we provide for them. 
• Develop children’s ability and confidence to be active citizens, able to make a difference in 

the world. 
 
Children will leave Holy Trinity as confident, competent learners who have the skills, knowledge, 
and language to contribute meaningfully to their community and to continue their learning 
successfully in high school and beyond. 
 
 
This policy outlines the organisation, management and teaching of music at Holy Trinity Primary 

School. 
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INTENT 
 
Music is a powerful, unique form of communication that can change the way children feel, think and 
act. It brings together intellect and feeling and enables personal expression, reflection and 
emotional development. Music promotes children’s spiritual, cultural and social development. The 
learning of music develops an awareness and appreciation of musical traditions, from the past and 
present, in a variety of cultures and societies. This helps children understand themselves and relate 
to others, forging important links between the home, school and wider world. The teaching of music 
develops children’s ability to listen and appreciate a wide variety of music and to make judgments 
about musical quality. It encourages active involvement in different forms of music making, both 
individual and communal, developing a sense of group identity and togetherness. It also increases 
self-discipline and creativity, aesthetic sensitivity and fulfilment. 
At Holy Trinity we make music an enjoyable learning experience. We encourage children to 
participate in a variety of musical experiences through which we aim to build up the confidence of 
all children. Singing lies at the heart of good music teaching. Our teaching focuses on developing the 
children’s ability to sing in tune and with other people. Through singing songs, children learn about 
the structure and organisation of music. We teach them to listen to and appreciate different forms 
of music. As children get older, we expect them to maintain their concentration for longer, and to 
listen to more extended pieces of music. Children develop descriptive skills in music lessons when 
learning about how music can represent feelings and emotions. 
 
Aims 

• To provide all children with an education in music that is stimulating, enriching and 
inspiring through curricular and extra-curricular learning. 

• To encourage confidence in all the children through their involvement in music thus 
promoting individuals' interest, self –reliance and motivation. 

• To develop an understanding and appreciation of different types of music and increase 
their ability to make judgments of musical quality. 
 

Overview 
In school, we will, through the effective teaching and learning of the knowledge, skills and 
understanding in music, maintain and stimulate pupils' curiosity, interest and enjoyment. We will 
teach the National Curriculum requirements for music using Bury Music Service. We will, wherever 
possible, make meaningful links with the other subjects through our knowledge-based curriculum 
and have a focus on vocabulary. We will endeavour to take our children on a musical journey around 
the world (Where are we going?) and celebrate a diverse range of musical styles, genres and artists 
(Who will we meet?). We will work alongside Bury Music Service and peripatetic instrumentalists to 
develop our own skills and knowledge to ensure music teaching at Holy Trinity is as effective and 
creative as possible, and to ensure that the cultural capital of our children is broad and varied to 
provide them every opportunity to succeed in the future. 
 
Objectives 

• To teach music through the National Curriculum and the Expressive Arts and Design area of 
learning from the Foundation Stage. 



 

• To promote all the children’s achievements in music within the school and the wider 
community. 

• To provide all children with the opportunity to express themselves creatively and to 
develop their musical skills through an understanding of pitch, rhythm, dynamics, duration, 
timbre, texture and structure, using both instruments and voices. 

• To develop performing, composing and appraising skills by applying listening skills and 
knowledge and understanding of music. 

• To become increasingly aware of how music is produced, for example, through the use of 
instruments and musical processes including relevant symbols and notation. 
 

IMPLEMENTATION 
 
Teaching and Learning 
Inclusive Quality First Teaching, the effective inclusion of all children in high-quality everyday 
personalised teaching, is offered to all pupils. At Holy Trinity, we are currently implementing the 
Five-a-Day Principle developed by the Education Endowment Foundation in delivering Quality First 
Teaching. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Curriculum  
At Holy Trinity we implement a curriculum that is progressive throughout the whole school. Starting 
with the Early Years Foundation Stage who lay the foundations for learning using the ’Statutory 
Framework for EYFS’ supported with guidance from ‘Development Matters’.  This provides all 
children in Nursery and Reception the opportunity to explore different aspects of musical learning. 
This musical learning can be found within 3 key areas of learning: Communication and Language; 
Physical Development and Expressive Arts and Design. 
The teaching of music in the Early Years allows children to explore sound and the building of patterns 
of sound known as ‘music.’ Children in the Early Years Unit have access to musical instruments and 
listening stations. They also explore music through dance, movement, story, role play and singing. 
Children have additional opportunities to develop their understanding of their skills in music. 
 



 

In Nursery, the objectives for three to four-year-olds are the following: 

Three 
and 
four 
year 
olds 

Communication 
and Language 

• Sing a large repertoire of songs 

Physical 
Development 

• Use large-muscle movements to wave flags and streamers, paint 

and make marks. 

Expressive Arts 
and Design 

• Listen with increased attention to sounds. 

• Respond to what they have heard, expressing their thoughts and 

feelings. 

• Remember and sing entire songs 

• Sing the pitch of a tone sung by another person (‘pitch match’)  

• Sing the melodic shape (moving melody, such as up and down, 

down and up) of familiar songs. 

• Create their own songs or improvise a song around one they know.  

• Play instruments with increasing control to express their feelings 

and ideas.  

 
In Reception, the objectives are the following: 

Recep

tion 

Communication 
and Language 

• Listen carefully to rhythms and songs, paying attention to how they 

sound. 

• Learn rhymes, poems and songs.  

Physical 
Development 

• Combine different movements with ease and fluency. 

Expressive Arts 
and Design 

• Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their 

ideas and feelings. 

• Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and 

developing their ability to represent them.  

• Create collaboratively sharing ideas, resources and skills.  

• Listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their 

feelings and responses.  

• Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and 

following the melody.  

• Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or 

in groups.  

 
EYFS have discrete access to curriculum lessons provided by Bury Music Service. These 30-minute 
sessions engage all young children with music. It includes a variety of adult-led and child-initiated 
activities delivered through planning and play, with a focus through nursery rhymes, songs and a 
range of tuned and untuned percussion instruments. Music will also be part of continuous provision. 
The Development Matters objectives are met through Bury Music Service 

 
In Key Stage One pupils should be taught to: 



 

• Use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and 
rhymes. 

• Play tuned and untuned instruments musically. 
• Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded 

music. 
• Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the interrelated dimensions of 

music. 
 
In Key Stage Two pupils should be taught to: 

• Sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control.  

• Develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and manipulating ideas within 
musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory. 

• Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical 
instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression. 

• Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the interrelated dimensions of 
music. 

• Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory. 
• Use and understand staff and other musical notation. 

• Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 
different traditions and from great composers and musicians. 

• Develop an understanding of the history of music. 
 
 
Contribution of Music to teaching and learning in other curriculum areas 
 
The school choir and musical events 
We believe that music enriches the lives of people, and so we wish to involve as many children as 
possible in musical activities. We have a school choir which we encourage all children to join. The 
choir meets on a weekly basis and, although its primary aim is to enable children to enjoy singing 
together, it also performs in public on a number of occasions throughout the year, for example at 
the Christmas carol concert. 
 
Collective Worship 
The time while children are coming into Collective Worship is utilised as an opportunity to teach 
about different musical genres. Each week there is a genre-theme: children listen to music played. 
This is a popular aspect of our Collective Worship. Collective Worship is enriched further by singing 
and listening to music during reflection. 
 
Inclusion 

SEND 

The Music curriculum is designed to be inclusive and accessible for all children, ensuring children 
with additional needs have every opportunity to succeed regardless of their barriers to learning. The 
development of the curriculum considers these barriers and how these can be addressed through 
the planning and delivery of lessons that build on skills and knowledge from previous years. 
 
We enable all pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in music education. Where 
children are to participate in activities outside the classroom (a visit to the theatre, for example, 



 

that involves a journey). We carry out a risk assessment prior to the activity, to ensure that the 
activity is safe and appropriate for all pupils. 
 

Resources 
Music resources are located in the music cupboard. These resources include a piano, steel pans, a 
drum kit, amplifiers, microphones and a wide variety of tuned and percussion instruments. The Early 
Years keep a selection of instruments in their classrooms. All resources reflect the multicultural 
nature of our school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

IMPACT 
 

Marking and Feedback 
Through using Bury Music Service, children will be assessed according to progressive statements 
that demonstrate the building of musical capacities, understanding, skills and knowledge. Each unit 
may cover all the key skills or only some skills, but all key skills will be covered across each year 
group. Children will be assessed in music as the following:  

• 1 – Working towards Age Related Expectations 
• 2 – Working at Age Related Expectations (ARE) 
• 3 – Working Above Age Related Expectations (Higher Standard – ARE+) 

 
Assessment for learning 
At Holy Trinity we allow for assessment to be made during the course of a music lesson using 
discussion, question and answer techniques and in encouraging children to communicate findings 
to others. We also record the achievement of children using our school assessment sheets. These 
identify the expectations for each unit of work and children who are working towards, working at 
or above expected standards. Children’s progress and achievement in music is reported to parents 
and carers at the end of each year as part of the annual school report.  
 
Monitoring and review 
The Music subject leader is responsible for the standard of the children’s work and the quality of 
teaching in Music. The Music lead will monitor progress and attainment in Music across the school, 
including strengths and weaknesses for further development.  The work of the subject leader also 
involves supporting staff in the teaching of Music, being informed about current developments in 
the subject, and providing a strategic lead and direction for Music in the school. This will be 
communicated with relevant stakeholders, including children. 


